
May 8, 2024 

           

The Cherry Hill Public Library Board of Trustees Board President, Mr. Art Simons read the following 

statement: 

 

In accordance with section 5 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231.p.l. 1975, notice of this 

meeting was posted on the Cherry Hill Public Library plasma screens designed for that purpose, on April 

11, 2024, as well as the library web page.  Notice was also sent to the Cherry Hill Township to be posted 

on the township bulletin board designated for that purpose on April 24, 2024.  Notice was also e-mailed 

to the Courier Post, Philadelphia Inquirer, the Sun and The Patch on April 24, 2024. 

 

Mr. Simons called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. 

 

    

The board clerk called the roll and those present were: 

 

Present: Art Simons, Cathy Schwartz, Mona Noyes, Kathryn Judge,  

Susan Bass Levin, Esq, Rhonda Shevrin, Michele Golkow, Faith Hamilton, 

Megan Langman 

 

Others present were: Laverne Mann, Library Director 

Jennie Purcell, Chief of Operations 

Hope Holroyd, PR & Marketing Coordinator 

Marlyn Kalitan, President, Friends of the Library 

 

Minutes 

 

Mr. Simons asked for a motion to approve the minutes of April 10, 2024 board meeting as there were no 

questions or changes. 

 

MOTION:    Moved by Cathy Schwartz seconded by Kathryn Judge 

 

All in Favor: Art Simons, Yes; Cathy Schwartz, Yes; Mona Noyes, Yes; Kathryn Judge, Yes; 

Susan Bass Levin, Yes; Rhonda Shevrin, Yes; Faith Hamilton, Yes;  

Megan Langman, Yes 

 

Abstention:   Michele Golkow 

 

Motion Approved 

 

 

RESOLUTION 2024-5-1 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 

MOTION:    Moved by Mona Noyes, seconded by Kathryn Judge 

 

All in Favor: Art Simons, Yes; Cathy Schwartz, Yes; Mona Noyes, Yes; Kathryn Judge, Yes; 

Susan Bass Levin, Yes; Rhonda Shevrin, Yes; Michele Golkow, Yes;  

Faith Hamilton, Yes; Megan Langman, Yes 

 

Motion Approved 



 

 

RESOLUTION 2024-5-2 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATIONS 

 

DISCUSSION: In the last two months of our fiscal year, we are able to move funds if certain 

accounts are short. Most of these funds will go toward fixing our current broken 

generator, the other lines will fill gaps in material purchases.   

 

MOTION:    Moved by Mona Noyes, seconded by Rhonda Shevrin 

 

All in Favor: Art Simons, Yes; Cathy Schwartz, Yes; Mona Noyes, Yes; Kathryn Judge, Yes; 

Susan Bass Levin, Yes; Rhonda Shevrin, Yes; Michele Golkow, Yes;  

Faith Hamilton, Yes; Megan Langman, Yes 

 

Motion Approved 

 

 

Administrators’ Report 

 

A. Director’s Report – Laverne Mann 

1. Meetings attended by Director: 

a) April 10: NJLA Executive Board. 

b) April 17: presentation with Youth Services at District Administrators meeting of Cherry Hill 

Public Schools, at Cherry Hill High School East. 

c) April 17: NJ State Library – Library Network regulations. 

d) April 24: NJSL Library Network Review Board. 

e) April 25: Cherry Hill Neighbors magazine meeting with Hope Holroyd. 

f) May 2: Adult LEGO Challenge program at Mechanical Brewery. 

2. April had a successful Food for Fines Drive!  We collected about 150 pounds of food for the 

JFCS, and forgave $145.96 in Library fines. 

3. Introduce to the Board CHPL’s new PR & Marketing Coordinator Hope Holroyd, who started 

April 8. 

4. Request Board consideration and vote on updates to Collection Development Policy, 

Reconsideration of Existing Materials  

a) Many libraries across the nation are facing record numbers of materials challenges. Recent 

ALA Conference suggested setting limits on policy to streamline the process. 

b) Proposed updates to CHPL policy:   

i. One material reconsideration per person, 

ii. Only Cherry Hill residents can submit a reconsideration request, 

iii. Reconsideration form available as a PDF link on CHPL website to be printed and handed 

in,  

iv. The Director and appropriate staff will discuss the matter to make a decision.  If 

unsatisfied with this decision the patron may request a Board of Trustees hearing. After 

Board decision, the Board will not reconsider the same material for three years after their 

final decision. 

 

DISCUSSION:   Mr. Simons thanked Ms. Mann for presenting this important update to the Board. 

 

All in Favor: Art Simons, Yes; Cathy Schwartz, Yes; Mona Noyes, Yes; Kathryn Judge, Yes; 

Susan Bass Levin, Yes; Rhonda Shevrin, Yes; Michele Golkow, Yes;  



Faith Hamilton, Yes; Megan Langman, Yes 

 

Motion Approved 

 

5. Recent Youth Services program stats provided, some highlights include: 

a) Events Ages 0 – 5 had 27 programs, 491 in attendance. 

i. Weekly story times are offered twice per day for different age groups due to demand. 

b) Events Ages 6 – 12 had 5 programs, 85 in attendance. 

i. Barking Book Buddies on April 1 had 40 participants. 

c) Events Ages 13 – 18 had 9 programs, 68 in attendance. 

i. Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library after hours had 18 in attendance. 

d) Three Outreach programs reached 120 students. 

e) Teen volunteer hours logged: 54. 

6. Recent Adult Services program stats provided, some department highlights include: 

a) Four Technology classes were offered in April. 

b) The Roots of Black Music on May 1 had 65 in attendance. 

c) Three Outreach events in April reached 118 people. 

d) Upcoming May events & programs listed. 

i. Journalist and author Sasha Issenberg will discuss his latest book, The Lie Detectors on 

May 20 at 6:30 p.m. 

e) Katherine Grady started as a new full-time librarian in Adult Services on April 15. 

f) Adult Services part-time librarian Alison McKenzie returned from a medical absence on 

April 24. 

7. Social media image posts shared. 

 

B.   Chief of Operations – Jennie Purcell 

1. Working on temporary budget for FY25. 

2. Maintenance Supervisor Jim Stamer is getting three quotes to repair our current generator. A 

new generator will take 18 months to 2 years for arrival. Until then it is necessary to fix our old 

generator. 

3. Received a new quote for Conference Center A/V upgrade which includes technology on the 

podiums. The cost for this capital project is $154,487. The current technology is outdated with 

many problems.  The previous vendor did not do the state contract and cannot be considered. 

This quote will be presented at the upcoming Town Council meeting. 

4. Jim Stamer reupholstered a few ripped chairs from the public area, using waterproof material. 

5. Thank you to Township DPW for mowing the Library’s entire property until the new 

landscapers received the contract. Meeting with new landscapers on May 10 to review Library 

needs. 

6. Our Gently Used Jewelry and Accessory Sale fundraiser on Saturday, May 4 & Monday, May 6 

made $5,700 - a new record! Kudos to Admin staff Meredith Meyer and Victoria Mena for their 

hard work on this fundraiser. 

7. CHPL Flea Market is this Saturday, May 11 from 8 a.m. – 1 p.m.  Stop by to shop! 

 

C. PR & Marketing Coordinator – prepared by Hope Holroyd, emailed to the Board of Trustees 

1. E-Mail Marketing through Constant Contact: 

a. Nine emails were sent in April. Open rate is 45% (6% higher than industry average), and 62% 

click rate on mobile devices (1% higher than industry average). 

2. CHPL Social Media  

a. Facebook: 6,165 (up 79 followers) 

i. Engagement rate: total engagement, reach 46,786 (91.6%) 

b. Instagram – CHPLNJ: 3,828 (up 63 followers) 



i. Engagement rate: total engagement, reach 2,454 (13%) 

c. Instagram – Teens:  1,246 followers 

d. Threads: 523 

e. TikTok – main account: 1,055 followers 

i. TikTok - Teens account: 1,082 followers 

f. LinkedIn: 220 followers 

g. YouTube - main account: 214 subscribers 

i. YouTube - YS account: 148 subscribers 

ii. YouTube - Teens: 100 subscribers 

3. Additional information: 

a. Top-performing post:  National Library Workers Day.  Facebook had 131 engagements, 

Instagram had 72 likes (images shared) 

b. April events 
i. Friends Book Sale, Memorabilia & Collectibles Fair, Food for Fines drive, and donation 

bin for Camden County Domestic Violence Center. 
c. Registration numbers shared for upcoming Library programs. 

 

D. Friends of the Library – Marlyn Kalitan, President 

1. Friends Treasurer’s Report prepared by Mr. Walt Wedzielewski.  

2. Spring Book sale made $22,796.55 – the most profitable sale yet (Tuesday to Sunday). 

a. The Library is given $5,000 per book sale for contributing to its success. 

b. Big thank you to Jennie Purcell for her assistance at all the Book Sales. 

3. The Library’s 2024 Summer Reading requests have been approved and paid. 

 

 

Unfinished Business 

 

A. None. 

 

New Business 

 

A. None. 

 

Public Discussion 

 

A. None. 

 

Next regular meeting date:  Wednesday, June 19, 2024 at 4 p.m. via Zoom.  

 

Adjournment 

 

MOTION:   Moved by Mona Noyes, seconded by Kathryn Judge  

 

Unanimously approved 

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m.           

        

Jennie Purcell 

          Board Clerk 


