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Cherry Hill Public Library becomes a Book Sanctuary in New Jersey 
CHERRY HILL, NJ – On August 14, 2024, the Cherry Hill Public Library Board of Trustees 
unanimously voted for CHPL to become a registered book sanctuary in New Jersey. As of 
August 2024, 31 library systems and four municipalities in New Jersey are book sanctuaries. 

 Book sanctuaries protect the right to read, value intellectual freedom and deter the 
censorship of books. It can be an entire city or institution—a library, church or school—or one 
classroom or designated area within a larger facility. 

 “We couldn’t be prouder with this decision to establish the Cherry Hill Public Library as 
a book sanctuary,” said CHPL Director Laverne Mann. “We’ve always endeavored to protect all 
patrons right to read and defend books in our collection from censorship. We’re honored to join 
the long list of libraries in New Jersey, and the growing list of libraries in South Jersey.” 

 This decision aligns with CHPL’s mission to empower our community while enhancing 
the quality of our patrons’ lives. CHPL will ensure that our programs, resources and services 
promote equity and inclusion. We will be an essential service for a diverse community. 
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