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1.  Did you like the book? Why or why not?  

2. This book is titled The 7 ½ Death’s of Evelyn Hardcastle. What 
does this title reference/mean? Does the title give anything away 
about the book? Does the title have more than one meaning?  

3. What or who do you think are the deaths in The 7½ Deaths Of 
Evelyn Hardcastle? Where does the half death enter the narrative?  

4. The 7½ Deaths 0f Evelyn Hardcastle begins in a typically linear 
way, then shoots off in many different directions. How did the 
different narratives and perspectives enrich the story? Do you like 
that story telling device? Why or why not?  

5. This story is written in first-person present where we experience 
everything as Aiden does. Did that work well for the story? Why or 
not?  

6. The mystery and escape in Blackheath is set up like a puzzle, and 
the reader plays along with Aiden as he puts the solution together. 
Were there any pieces you couldn’t find a place for? Were there 
any tactics Aiden didn’t think of that could have solved the 
mystery of who killed Evelyn Hardcastle? If you were in his shoes, 
or hosts, what would you have done differently?  

7. Do you think the arranged marriage was intended as a way for 
Evelyn’s parents to punish her for what happened to Thomas? Why 
or why not?  

8. Aiden Bishop has a backstory that readers will never know in 
full; however, what we do know is there is plenty of revenge, 
cruelty and questionable intentions wrapped up in who he was and 
why he entered Blackheath. With what you know about him, 
would you call him a hero? Why or why not?  

9. Who is the plague doctor? Is he a good or bad person? What 
makes you think that?  
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10. What did you think about the revelations about who Anna 
really was, Annabel Caulker? Why was Aiden so determined to still 
help her despite knowing she killed his sister? How do you think 
Aiden was able to forgive her?  

11. After the completion of her sentence, do you think Annabelle 
has become a different person in Anna? Has her Blackheath 
experience been enough recompense for her previous actions?  

12. The construct of Blackheath as a prison feels like something 
from the future, but do you feel this sort of punishment (and 
possible redemption) could one day be considered a viable solution 
for criminals? What do you feel the advantages are, and in what 
ways could this be considered even more cruel than a standard 
incarceration sentence?  

13. As Aiden switched from host to host, his protection against 
their memories and personalities waned until he was feeling their 
lust, their disgust, or their impatience. What characteristics do you 
feel are solely Aiden’s? Outside of Blackheath, what sort of man do 
you think he is?  

14. Aiden’s personality changes with each new body/day. How 
much do you feel that your physical makeup affects your 
personality and actions?  

15. What did Aiden learn from each new body he inhabited? How 
did each experience with the host bring him closer to solving the 
murder? Is there a host that was your favorite? The least? Which 
one was the most helpful? The least helpful?  
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16. Through all the hosts, there’s still a murder mystery. Did you 
suspect Evelyn’s brother Michael or you were surprised at that 
development? What about the fact the real Evelyn was hiding?  

17. Why did the plague doctor choose to have Anna and Daniel 
Coleridge in Evelyn’s murder mystery prison? What do you think 
he meant by “Blackheath was built to break devils, not petty 
thieves?”  

18. What is hell? Is it living the same life over and over for 30 years 
and forgetting who you were after each iteration? Or is it 
something else? Can rage and vengeance be a prison of a person’s 
own making?  

19. “How can you tell if a monster is fit to walk the world again? If 
they’re truly redeemed and not just telling you what you want to 
hear? You give them a day without consequences and you watch to 
see what they do with it.” (p371). What do you think about that 
statement? What else could you do?  

20. Could Aiden have escaped without Anna? Could Anna have 
escaped without Aiden?  

21. What happens next for Aiden and Anna?  

22. Who was the most at fault in this book? The least?  

23. Turton has written a second book. Will you read it?  
 

 

(Questions taken from Mentor Public Library) 


