
April 17, 2025 

           

The Cherry Hill Public Library Board of Trustees Board President, Art Simons read the following 

statement: 

 

In accordance with section 5 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231.p.l. 1975, notice of this 

meeting was posted on the Cherry Hill Public Library plasma screens designed for that purpose, on March 

20, 2025, as well as the library web page.  Notice was also sent to the Cherry Hill Township to be posted 

on the township bulletin board designated for that purpose on April 3, 2025.  Notice was also e-mailed to 

the Courier Post, Philadelphia Inquirer, the Sun and The Patch on April 3, 2025. 

 

Art Simons called the meeting to order at 4:09 p.m. 

    

The board clerk called the roll and those present were: 

 

Present: Art Simons, Mona Noyes, Cathy Schwartz, Kathryn Judge, Susan Bass Levin  

 

Absent:   Michele Golkow, Rhonda Shevrin, Faith Hamilton, Megan Langman  

 

Others present were: Jennie Purcell, Chief of Operations 

Marlyn Kalitan, President, Friends of the Library 

 

 

Executive Meeting-Closed Session 

 

RESOLUTION 2025-4-1 

 RESOLUTION REQUIRED BY THE OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT  

FOR A CLOSED MEETING. 

 

MOTION:   Moved by Mona Noyes, seconded by Cathy Schwartz, to close the Regular Meeting and 

go into Executive Meeting to discuss personnel pursuant to N.J.S.A.10:4-12 (b)(8). 

 

All in Favor:     Art Simons, Yes; Mona Noyes, Yes; Cathy Schwartz, Yes; Kathryn Judge, Yes; 

Susan Bass Levin, Yes 

 

Meeting closed at 4:10 p.m. and reopened at 4:29 p.m. 

 

MOTION: Moved by Susan Bass Levin, seconded by, Cathy Schwartz to close the Executive 

Meeting to go into Regular Meeting. 

 

All in Favor:     Art Simons, Yes; Mona Noyes, Yes; Cathy Schwartz, Yes; Kathryn Judge, Yes; 

Susan Bass Levin, Yes 

 

 

 

RESOLUTION 2025-4-2 

RESOLUTION OF THE CHERRY HILL PUBLIC LIBRARY, IN THE COUNTY OF CAMDEN 

AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ACCEPTING RESIGNATION 

 

DISCUSSION:  Laverne Mann, Cherry Hill Public Library Director has resigned effective  



April 17, 2025, and the Board hereby accepts her resignation.  Art Simons and Cathy 

Schwartz will inform Library staff in person on Friday, April 18 at 9:15 a.m. 

 

MOTION:   Moved by Susan Bass Levin, seconded by Kathryn Judge 

 

All in Favor:     Art Simons, Yes; Mona Noyes, Yes; Cathy Schwartz, Yes; Kathryn Judge, Yes; 

Susan Bass Levin, Yes 

 

Motion Approved 

 

 

 

Minutes 

 

Art Simons asked for a motion to approve the minutes of March 19, 2025 board meeting as there were no 

questions or changes. 

 

MOTION:   Moved by Cathy Schwartz, seconded by Mona Noyes  

 

All in Favor:     Art Simons, Yes; Mona Noyes, Yes; Cathy Schwartz, Yes; Kathryn Judge, Yes; 

Susan Bass Levin, Yes 

 

Motion Approved 

 

 

RESOLUTION 2025-4-3 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 

MOTION:   Moved by Mona Noyes, seconded by Cathy Schwartz 

 

All in Favor:     Art Simons, Yes; Mona Noyes, Yes; Cathy Schwartz, Yes; Kathryn Judge, Yes; 

Susan Bass Levin, Yes 

 

Motion Approved 

 

Administrators’ Report 

 

A. Director’s Report – prepared by Laverne Mann, emailed to the Board 

1. Meetings/programs attended by Director: 

a. March 13:  SAIL Executive Board meeting 

b. March 18: NJLA Executive Board Meeting 

c. March 20:  CHPL supervisors meeting 

d. March 26:  ALA statement task force 

e. March 27 ALA town hall meeting 

f. April 7 – 11:  National Library Week, 20 Year building Anniversary events 

1. Raffle baskets, concerts, documentary screening 

g. April 10: Friends of the Library ceremony in memory of past president, Jim Gibson in 

Friendship Grove. 

2. ALA – FAQ White House assault on the Institute of Museum and Library Services 

a. IMLS staff cuts, grants, and what it means for libraries, library workers and advocates. 

3. NJ Makers Day weekend March 22 & 23: 



a. Youth Services hosted three programs with 37 in attendance. 

b. Adult Services hosted two programs over weekend, 124 in attendance. 

c. Both departments co-hosted an origami workshop that had 73 in attendance. 

d. The Cherry Hill Sun attended and ran an article on CHPL’s Makers Day programs. 

4. Recent Youth Services December program stats provided, some highlights include: 

a. Events Ages 0 – 5 had 15 programs, 426 in attendance. 

1. Family Dance Party had 55 in attendance on March 21. 

b. Events Ages 6 – 12 had 8 programs, 89 in attendance. 

1. Barking Book Buddies on March 3 had 24 in attendance. 

c. Events Ages 13 – 18 had 10 programs, 176 in attendance. 

1. Project Prom (4 days total) had over 100 in attendance. 

d. Youth Services Outreach on March 3 & 6 reached over 53 students. 

e. Youth Services Reference Questions answered in March:  586. 

5. Recent Adult Services December program stats provided, some highlights include: 

a. Weekly Mah Jong classes averaged 22 in attendance per week. 

b. March 24 book talk with Aaron Bracy had 24 in attendance. 

c. Five Tech Classes were offered with 44 total in attendance. 

d. Three Adult Services Outreach opportunities reached 173 people. 

e. Upcoming April Adult programs listed. 

6. Photos and program images shared. 

 

 

B.   Chief of Operations – Jennie Purcell 

1. Maintenance Supervisor Jim Stamer mounted the plaque in memory of Jim Gibson of the Friends 

in Friendship Grove, in advance of the April 10 ceremony. 

2. Patti Chacker from the Township Clerks Office emailed the Board to file annual Financial 

Disclosure Forms, due April 30.  Please make sure you file online; you should get a print 

confirmation after you complete and submit the form. 

3. On March 28 the front doors stopped working.  A service call was made, and we are now waiting 

for a part.  We have to prop open the front doors so patrons have access. 

4. On March 28 the patron elevator was fixed and restored.  The vendor Allied had to return March 

31 to fix an issue that arose. 

5. Worked the Craft Fair on March 30.  There were 57 vendors selling handmade items.  The event 

was well attended, and Councilwoman Jennifer Apell stopped by.  This fundraiser made $2,020. 

6. Received a quote from a new tent vendor, which is double the price of the previous vendor.  The 

new vendor submitted all required paperwork to Township so we will order a new 40x40 tent, 

rather than borrow the very old tent from Township.  The cost is $11,815. 

7. Jim Stamer is replacing all key locks in the building, changing from 30 different core locks to 

one. 

8. Working with IT on upgrading our credit card system to accept Apple Pay and tap, without 

needing signatures at point of sale. The contract is in legal review.  This upgrade will be a 

purchase we did not anticipate. 

9. Worked the raffle table last week for the 20-Year Anniversary of the building.  Library patrons 

were excited to see the raffle prizes all week, and support the Library.  Raffle ticket sales brought 

in about $1,400 since all the prizes were donated.  Hope Holroyd and Meredith Meyer did a great 

job getting donations from local businesses and putting together the prizes.  Thank you to the 

Friends for paying for the raffle license. 



 

 

C. PR & Marketing Coordinator – prepared by Hope Holroyd, emailed to the Board of Trustees 

1. March Highlights: 

a. Recorded a video with NJLA for their Library Career Path Series. 

b. The Cherry Hill Sun covered the endometriosis documentary screening event on March 12. 

2. CHPL Social Media March Metrics (followers & subscribers): 

a. Facebook: 6,575 

b. Instagram – main account: 4,331 

c. LinkedIn: 257 

d. Threads: 749 

e. YouTube - main account: 251  

f. Tik Tok – main account: 6,282  

3. Additional highlights: 

a. The most engaged post in March was our Mom Prom fundraiser. 

i. On Facebook the post received 6,875 views, 78 reactions and 5 comments. 

ii. On Instagram the post received 94 likes, 1 comment, 6 shares, and 1,527 views. 

b. Another high engagement post was the opening of the Seed Library. 

i. On Facebook the post received 2,020 views, 91 likes, 22 hearts, 25 shares, 4 comments, 

and 8 saves. 

ii. On Instagram the post received 53 likes, 1 comment, 7 shares, and 700 views. 

c. Our post about the 20-year celebration received high engagement: 

i. Facebook had 1,250 views, 26 likes, 5 hearts, 9 shares, and 11 link clicks. 

ii. On Instagram the post received 57 likes, 9 shares, 2 saves, 5 profile visits, and 1,665 

views. 

4. Email Marketing Metrics 

a. 11 emails were sent in March, with an average open rate of 74.1% and 4% click rate.  

i. Stats provided for each email: dates, sends, opens, clicks, bounces and unsubscribes. 

5. 20-Year Celebration updates: 

a. The schedule of events for National Library Week (April 7 – 11) was: 

i. Monday, April 7 from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. in the Half Conference Center:  CHPL Jigsaw 

Puzzle contest 

ii. Tuesday, April 8 from 2 p.m. – 3 p.m. in the Conference Center:  Community Concert 

with Cherry Hill High School East 

iii. Wednesday, April 9 from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. in the Conference Center:  Community 

Concert with Cherry Hill High School West 

iv. All week patrons purchased raffle tickets for our fundraiser 

1. Raffle tickets pulled on Tuesday, April 15, and winners contacted. 

b. A special email campaign was sent regarding the events of National Library Week which 

included a $5 off coupon for our limited-edition canvas totes, information about the Friends 

puzzles for sale, the raffle and Save the Date June 14 for our festival. 

c. June 14 Color Our World Art Festival: 

i. Some features of the event include caricature drawings, splatter paint mobile unit, live 

music performance. 

ii. Friends requests will be made to sponsor different aspects of this event. 
 

 

D. Friends of the Library presented by Marlyn Kalitan 

1. Friends Treasurer’s Report prepared by Walt Wedzielewski was emailed to Board of Trustees.  

a. The Friends will continue to absorb additional credit card fees during book sales rather than 

charge shoppers these extra fees. 



2. The Friends sponsored the 20-Year Anniversary Puzzle Contest on April 7 

a. Contestants vied to complete a 200-piece puzzle fastest; all contestants could keep their 

puzzle. 

b. Commemorative puzzles (500-piece, photo of CHPL) have been purchased to sell to the public 

at $30 each.   

3. Thank you to Art Simons, Susan Bass Levin & Kathryn Judge for attending the dedication of the 

plaque for Jim Gibson in Friendship Grove on April 10. 

a. Marlyn noticed a few plaques in the Grove need to be upkept.  Per Jennie Purcell, Jim Stamer 

will address these. 

 

 

Unfinished Business 

 

A. None. 

 

New Business 

 

A. Kathy Judge asks if Library Pay Pal donations can be made to acknowledge someone’s birthday or 

special event.  Jennie Purcell says that information might be added on the note section of the 

webform, since some donations do request acknowledgement. 

B. Art Simons suggests moving Board Meeting dates from Wednesdays to Tuesdays starting in June.  

Jennie Purcell will email members of the Board to check availability and ability to change regular 

meeting dates to Tuesdays, and report to Board at the next meeting on May 19. 

 

Public Discussion 

 

A. None. 

 

 

Next regular meeting date:  MONDAY, May 19, 2025 at 4 p.m. in person. 

 

Adjournment 

 

MOTION:   Moved by Kathy Judge, seconded by Cathy Schwartz  

 

Unanimously approved 

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:49 p.m.           

        

Jennie Purcell 

          Board Clerk 


