
Director’s Report: July & August 
Board Meeting – Sept 16, 2025 
 
Director’s Programs – Recent and Upcoming 
Learning to Play American Mah Jongg  

- Session 1: starts 9/10/25 (full) 
- Session 2: starts 10/15/25 

WHYY Bridging Blocks: Banning Books (Sept 10) 
Fall Into Poetry – 9/24/25 
Elie Honig author event – 10/20/25 
 
Director’s Outreach 
Music Under the Stars – 7/22/25  
Senior Fest – 9/12/25 
 
Director’s Meetings, Desk Shifts, & Professional Development 
Meetings 

o Friends Meeting – none in July/Aug 
o Supervisors Meetings – July 25, Aug 21 
o Weekly meetings with Hope Holroyd 
o Meeting with Michael Maziekien (NJ State Library) on eBook legislation – Aug 14 
o Meeting with rep to review and revisit CHPL’s Local Government Energy Audit – Aug 15  
o Training – ongoing  

• Kelly Shesko (Head of Reference & Adult Services) 

• Jasmine Riel (Head of Youth Services) 
Desk shifts 

o Reference & Adult Services  

• July 30  

• Aug 20 
o Youth Services 

• Aug 4 

• Aug 18 

• Sept 2 

• Sept 8 
Professional Development 

o NJ Judiciary Access and Fairness Program (meeting/training) – 7/31/25 
o eBook Summit Regular Meeting – 8/13/25 
o Summer Book Bash: Book Buzz with Abrams, Harlequin, & Hachette – 8/14/25 
o Intro to Aspen Discovery – 8/18/25  
o Library Rights & Responsibilities: Federal Agencies, Protests, and Political Actions in and 

Around the Library – 8/20/25 
o Summer Book Bash: Book Buzz with Chronicle, Levine Querido & W. W. Norton – 

8/21/25  



o Ethics for NJ Local Government Employees (J.A. Montgomery, Camden) – 9/3/25 
o Beyond the Books: Strengthening Public Library Support through Strategic Relationships 

(Sept 11 – 1hr) 

o From Marketplace to Libby: 5 Essential Tools to Expand Reach & Save Time (Sept 16 – 

1hr) 

o LibraryLinkNJ: Learning Pathway for Library Directors (multi-part online training) – 
started 7/31/25, continuing 

 
Director’s Writing – Grants, Policies, & Procedures 

o Grant application  

• NJ American Water Bottle Filling Station Grant – submitted 7/19; declined 9/5 
o Outreach Weather Guidelines – finalized 7/25/25 

 
Personnel Changes 

o Reference & Adult Services 

• Librarian 1 – Laura Stein Fuentes, started 8/11 
o Youth Services 

• Department Supervisor – Jasmine Riel, started 8/18 

• Student Page – Samantha Cason, started 9/3 

• Library Assistant (PT) – Amelia Paulson, started 9/3  

• Teen Librarian – Talie Meza, starts 9/22 
o Technical Services  

• Librarian Assistant (FT) – Heather Donnelly, starts 9/22 
 
Around the Building 

o Total # of Visitors  

• July – 21,802 

• August – 17,767 
o Wireless 

• July – 2,641 total users (avg. 205/day) 

• August – 2,261 total users (avg. 170/day) 
o Summer Reading Program 

• Adults = 471 registrants   

• Children (Early Literacy, Kids, Teens) = 945 registrants 
 
CHPL Department Updates 
Circulation 

o Total items circulated:  

• July – 26,511 (11%+ from June) 

• August – 25,224 
o Total new cardholders 

• July – 335  

• August - 378 



o Total active cardholders 

• July – 24,566 

• August – 24,761 
o Museum Passes – 22 museums 

• July – 184 checkouts 

• August – 222 checkouts 
o Libby/Palace Project circulation (eBooks/eAudio/magazines) 

• July – 6,307  

• August – 6,409 
July Highlights 

o July is typically the busiest month for circulation. 
o Text message notices ceased in July because the major carriers (T-Mobile, AT&T, 

Verizon) will no longer allow Koha to send these for free. We are pursuing other 
options. 

o Staffing: Bob Minnick, who has been on leave, will not be returning to work at CHPL.  
August Highlights 

o Aug 18-22: Annual Oscar Movie Marathon 

• 5 Films → 176 attendees 

• Anora, Conclave, Wicked, A Complete Unknown, Emilia Perez 
o Staffing: Heather Donnelly will be moving from her role as a part-time library assistant in 

Circulation to full-time in Technical Services. 
 
Technical Services – Processing & Cataloging  

o Items purchased and added to the collection 

• July = 1,462 

• August = 523 
o Items donated and added to the collection 

• July = 68 

• August = 22 
o OverDrive (Libby) – items ordered and added to the collection 

• July = 78 eBooks, 55 eAudiobooks  

• August = 106 eBooks, 91 eAudiobooks 
o Highlights  

• July 
▪ Theremin instrument added to Library of Things. 
▪ ‘Paw Print’ hardcover children’s books: guaranteed for life, when 

damaged they are replaced for free. Tech Services is working with Youth 
Services to replace all damaged books in this category.  

• August 
▪ New Collection: Youth Services – Local Authors (Cherry Hill only) 
▪ Betty Quinn (supervisor)  

• Attended KohaCon, an annual virtual 3-day summit for members 
of the Koha community (our online catalog system).  



• Attended Public Library Learning Summit with Circ. Supv. Jaclyn 
Harmon on Sept. 10 at Hunterdon Public Library.  

 
Reference & Adult Services 

o Programming 

• July – 27 events, 509 attendees 

• August – 31 events, 521 attendees 
o Outreach 

• July – Music Under the Stars (7/22) – 221 people 

• August 
▪ National Night Out (8/5) – 318 people  
▪ Concoctions Book Club (8/7) – 5 people 

o Recent Highlights 

• Extreme Macro Photography (8/16) – 28 attendees (Sept Art Gallery artist) 

• Learning to Play American Mah Jongg (starts 9/10 – sold out) 

• WHYY Bridging Blocks: Book Banning – Censorship or Protection? (9/10) – 20 
attendees  

o Upcoming (Sept/Oct) 

• Senior Fest – Outreach (9/12) 

• A’Daila’s Journey with the Jazz Greats (9/16) 

• To Broadway and Back: A Concert with Lisa Gutkin (9/28) 

• REV250 Series: Begins 10/28 – “Words with William Penn” 
 
Youth Services 

o Ages 0-12 

• July – 29 programs, 1,167 attendees 

• August – 17 programs, 1,332 attendees 
o Grades 6-12 (Teens) 

• July – 13 programs, 135 attendees 

• August – 5 programs, 82 attendees 
o Outreach 

• July – none 

• August – 360 people reached at 2 events 
▪ Cherry Hill Pre-School Roundup at Jake’s Place Playground (image below) 

(8/11) 
▪ New Student Orientation at Beck Middle School (8/27) 

o Recent Highlights 

• July 9 – CHPL Teens had a fun Disney-themed Bingo Night which was covered in 
an article by The Cherry Hill Sun (Read the article here). 

• August 5 – Incredibly successful outdoor Foam Party with Mr. Foamtastic – 100+ 
anticipated, 143 in actual attendance (image below). 

• August 8 – CHPL Teens had a great time at their after-hours program inspired by 
Night At The Museum. 

https://southjersey.media/cherry-hill-news/library-hosts-disney-bingo/


• Katie Helf started a new weekly “Little Wiggles” story time and open play for 
non-walkers which has been very popular and well-attended. 

• Wrapped up Friday morning Stories in the Parks for the summer which was 
culminated into a lovely article featuring librarians Katie Helf and Kristin 
Redmond (click here to read the article). 

• Color Our World Art Contest was a big hit and all of the winners' artworks are on 
display in the lobby area by the main entrance (image below). 

• Sunday 9/7 - Annual ‘1000 Books Before Kindergarten’ Graduation Party hosted 
by librarians Sharon Clarke and Jacquie Daddato. 

• Saturday 9/6 - Presenter Ron Jensen returns for his monthly Teens Dungeons 
and Program during the school year. Very popular event, perpetual waiting list.  

• Beautiful sticker mosaic completed by youth visitors on the Children’s Floor 
between June-August (image below). 

• CHPL Teens Summer Adventures Bulletin Board in the Teen Space features photo 
submissions from Cherry Hill students (which also counted for volunteer credit 
and teen summer reading points). 

• Started Sept 3 - Work it Out Wednesdays: Create, Test, Improve! Programming 
series building on Work It Out Wombats!, a national PBS KIDS series for 
preschoolers. Will involve developing computational (CT) skills. 

 
 

 

Teens Squirt Gun Painting – July 30   Mr. Foamtastic – August 5    

https://southjersey.media/cherry-hill-news/pop-up-story-times-held-throughout-the-summer-wrap/


  

Children’s Department Mosaic   Color Our World Contest Winner 

 
Teen Summer Reading Prize Winner 



 

 
Cherry Hill Preschool Round-Up at Jake’s Place Playground 


