
January 20, 2026 

           

The Cherry Hill Public Library Board of Trustees Board President, Cathy Schwartz read the following 

statement: 

 

In accordance with section 5 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231.p.l. 1975, notice of this 

meeting was posted on the Cherry Hill Public Library plasma screens designed for that purpose, on 

December 17, 2025, as well as the library web page.  Notice was also sent to the Cherry Hill Township to 

be posted on the township bulletin board designated for that purpose on January 6, 2026.  Notice was also 

e-mailed to the Courier Post, Philadelphia Inquirer, the Sun and The Patch on January 6, 2026. 

 

Cathy Schwartz called the meeting to order at 4:01 p.m. 

 

    

The board clerk called the roll and those present were: 

 

Present: Cathy Schwartz, Art Simons, Mona Noyes, Kathryn Judge, Megan Langman 

 

Absent:   Susan Bass Levin, Michele Golkow, Rhonda Shevrin, Faith Hamilton 

 

Others present:   Tierney Miller, Library Director 

Jennie Purcell, Chief of Operations 

 

 

Call for Nominations 

 

Art Simons nominated Cathy Schwartz as President of the Cherry Hill Public Library Board of Trustees, 

second by Kathryn Judge. 

 

Cathy Schwartz nominated as Art Simons Vice President of the Cherry Hill Public Library Board of 

Trustees, second by Mona Noyes. 

 

Art Simons nominated Mona Noyes as Treasurer of the Cherry Hill Public Library Board of Trustees, 

second by Cathy Schwartz. 

 

Art Simons nominated Kathryn Judge as Secretary of the Cherry Hill Public Library Board of Trustees, 

second by Mona Noyes. 

 

ALL NOMINATIONS voice vote approved. 

 

 

Minutes 

 

Cathy Schwartz asked for a motion to approve the minutes of December 16, 2025, board meeting as there 

were no questions or changes. 

 

MOTION:  Moved by Art Simons, seconded by Mona Noyes. 

 

All in Favor:     Cathy Schwartz, Yes; Art Simons, Yes; Mona Noyes, Yes; Kathryn Judge, Yes; 

Megan Langman, Yes 

 



Motion Approved 

 

 

RESOLUTION 2026-1-1 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS 

 

MOTION:   Moved by Mona Noyes, seconded by Kathy Judge 

 

All in Favor:     Cathy Schwartz, Yes; Art Simons, Yes; Mona Noyes, Yes; Kathryn Judge, Yes; 

Megan Langman, Yes 

 

Motion Approved 

 

 

Administrators’ Report 

 

A. Library Director (December/January report) – Tierney Miller 

1. Director’s programs:  

a. Dec. 3 – REV250: Washington’s Crossing & the Battle of Trenton (staffed) 

b. Dec. 7 – Winter Fest Outreach, Cherry Hill Township   

c. Dec. 10 – WHYY Bridging Blocks: Education Equity 

d. Dec.11 – CH East Chamber Ensembles (attended) 

e. Jan. 6 – Meet the Author: Pam Jenoff 

f. Jan. 7 – 28: (weekly) Learning to Play American Mah Jongg 

g. Best Books of 2026 – New Committee 

1. NYT prints their favorite books of the year, newly formed CHPL committee will discuss 

2026 new books and make list of favorites at year-end 

2. Director’s Meetings and Events: 

a. Nov. 23 – Craft Fair (vendor) 

b. Nov. 25 – Engineer building walk-through 

c. Dec. 4 – Aspen Discovery kickoff 

d. Dec. 8 – Interview (artwork at CHPL), Philadelphia Inquirer 

e. Dec. 10 – Annual Report Planning meeting 

f. Dec. 12 – CHPL Holiday Party 

g. Dec. 18 & Jan. 15 – Supervisors Meetings 

h. Dec. 30 & Jan. 9 – Township Engineering meetings 

i. Jan. 5 – CH Council Swearing-In ceremony 

j. Jan. 8 – CHPL Sustainability Committee 

k. Jan. 21 – Friends Meeting (upcoming).  No meeting scheduled in December. 

l. Weekly meetings with Hope Holroyd, PR & Marketing Coordinator 

3. Director’s Desk Shifts: 

a. Adult Services: Dec. 1, Jan. 13 

b. Youth Services: Nov. 18, Dec. 5, Dec. 12 

4. Director’s Professional Development: 

a. July 31 start (ongoing, multi-part training) – LibraryLinkNJ: Learning Pathway for Library 

Directors 

b. Nov. 14 – SAFE Cybersecurity Training 

c. Nov. 21 – Unlocking the power of CloudLibrary 

d. Dec. 2 – Hallucination Check: Verifying Sources in the Age of AI 

e. Jan. 6 – AI Aware & Patron Ready 

f. Jan. 8 – RetireReadyNJ Employer Info Session 



g. Jan. 13 – ALMA Book Buzz 

h. Jan. 13 – David Brooks author event 

i. Jan. 14 – Libraries & AI Futures 

5. Around the Building: 

1. Visitors:  November – 19,074; December – 14,916 

2. Wireless users:  November - 2,538 (avg. 184/day); December – 2,110 (avg. 151/day) 

3. NJLA PR Campaign Award went to Hope Holroyd for her work on CHPL’s 20th 

Anniversary Celebration 

a. Nine CHPL staff members will attend convention (Feb. 17 – 19) 

4. Updated Patron Code of Conduct 

5. Dec. 18 – Hackensack Meridien Health delivered 25 Warming Kits (20 adults, 5 

children), each kit is meant to keep a person warm in the extreme weather. 

6. Jan. 6 – Board of Health inspection 

7. Jan. 7 – exterminator inspection, treatment started 

8. Jan. 12 – Women’s restroom construction began 

9. ASL added to Mango Languages database 

10. Finalizing 2025 Annual Report, two supervisors are scheduled to present their report to the 

Board at the February and March meetings. 

6. CHPL Department Updates (photos shared): 

Circulation: 

1. Items circulated:  

a. November 21,336; December 20,439  

2. Total new cardholders: 

a. November 259; December 153 

3. Total active members:  

a. November 24,815; December 24,625 

4. Museum pass checkouts (22 museums) 

a. November 126; December 84 

5. Libby/Palace Project (electronic material) checkouts: 

a. November 5,921; December 5,840 

6. Highlights: 

a. Celebrated Kip Bard’s 75th birthday on Nov. 20 

b. Alex Master won the Holiday Party “Ugly Sweater” contest. 

Technical Services (Processing & Cataloging): 

1. Items purchased & added to the collection:  

a. November 872; December 462 

2. Donated titles added to the collection: 

a. November – 235; December - 31 

3. eBooks & 107 eAudiobooks ordered: 

a. November 117 eBook titles, 517 copies; 191 audiobook titles, 591 copies 

b. December 202 eBook titles, 202 copies; 185 audiobook titles, 286 copies 

4. Highlights: 

a. Unlocking the power of OCLC’s CloudLibrary: Streamlined content sharing, cost 

savings, and shorter wait times – webinar 

b. TaskMaster filming project for Staff Development Day 

c. Working on launch of Aspen Discovery 

d. Outreach at WinterFest – Dec. 7 

Reference & Adult Services: 

1. Programming: 

a. November 73 events, 810 attendees; December 58 events, 634 attendees 

2. Outreach:   



a. Dec. 7 – WinterFest, 359 reached 

3. Highlights: 

a. Dec. 3 – REV250: Washington Crossing the Delaware & the Battle of Trenton, 80 in 

attendance 

b. Dec. 11 – CH East Chamber Ensembles Winter Concert, 73 in attendance 

c. Jan. 6 – Pam Jenoff Author Event – 85 in attendance 

4. Upcoming programs listed. 

Youth Services: 

1. Ages 0 – 12:   

a. November 21 programs, 510 in attendance 

b. December 16 programs, 432 in attendance 

2. Teen:   

a. November 7 programs, 23 in attendance 

b. December 8 programs, 71 in attendance 

3. All ages events:   

a. November Passive Program, Zentangles, 450 participants 

b. December Passive program, Coloring Table and Scavenger Hunt, 344 participants. 

4. Outreach & In-reach (story times, crafts and tours of the building) 

a. November: one in-house school visit, two off-site school visits, 262 reached 

b. December: one in-house school visit, 46 reached. 

5. Highlights: 

a. Winter Reading Program, Dec. 8 – Jan. 12 (194 participants – children of all ages) 

b. Project Prom donation drive, Jan. 5 – Feb. 23 

c. Partnership formed with Kaleidoscope ABA Therapy to offer Sensory Story Times; first 

program was well attended. 

d. Winter scavenger hunt: young visitors have been exploring the floor looking for snowy-

related items and receiving stickers or temporary tattoos. 

6. Upcoming programs listed. 

g. Photos shared from various programs/events. 

 

 

B.   Chief of Operations – Jennie Purcell 

1. Worked at the Holiday Craft Fair on Sunday, November 23.  It was a successful fundraiser that 

raised $1,985 with over 950 in attendance. 

2. Capital projects update: 

a) Met with Colliers Engineering & Design firm on November 25 to review areas in the building 

with water intrusion.  We had a follow-up Zoom meeting on January 8 to discuss phases of 

the project and timeline.  The timeline was submitted and approved by Nicole in Township 

Engineering and should start moving forward. 

b) Maintenance Supervisor Jim Stamer, Jennie, Tierney, and two vendors were on the roof to 

see areas needing repairs, so vendors can provide quotes and specs.  The building has a flat 

roof; standing water was found, which is responsible for leaks in the Reading Room ceiling. 

When the specs are returned, the project will go out to bid through Township. 

c) Jim Stamer met with several vendors for specs to the new shed and its concrete driveway.  

This information was submitted to Township and will go out to bid soon.   

d) In the Reading Room, we discovered a leak in the women’s restroom which created a hole 

under one of the toilets.  Jim Stamer removed a portion of the tile wall to investigate the leak.  

He found damage behind the wall and on the beams; the toilets were not properly sealed a 



while ago and water drained into the wall rather than the floor drain. I contacted Township 

Operations Manager, Ari Messinger and Township construction official Fred Kuhn for 

review; this is considered an emergency repair. The leak was addressed and Jim will repair 

the wall.  This restroom has been closed to the public since January 12. 

3. On Sunday, December 14 we had the first snow of the season and used the new plow truck. 

DPW salted the parking lot; our truck does not have a salt spreader. 

4. In December we purchased 300 new meeting room chairs as part of the capital projects, costing 

$12,724.  The new chairs are easier to clean and sturdy. 

5. Calculated all the 2026 raises for union and non-contractual staff members, entered updates into 

payroll and time keeping systems.  I entered new health deductions and flexible spending then 

did a test run in payroll to make sure it matched my spreadsheet before the first payroll of the 

year. 

6. Our café is going out to bid for one last time. We eliminated café Sunday hours, and reduced 

their nighttime hours to end at 7 p.m., hoping it will attract more interest from vendors.  The bid 

was posted January 9, with a pre-bid meeting/walk-through on January 15.  All bids are due by 

February 16. 

7. Working with IT on the cable/wires to be installed by an outside vendor, for two new full-time 

Youth Services librarian positions we will fill.  We will order two phones and utilize desks in-

house.  Once these changes are near completion, these two positions will be posted. 

8. Posted a new position for full-time Library Systems Manager.  We received five applications 

and will set up interviews soon.  The closing date was January 16. 

9. Posted a position for full-time Information Technology Assistant in our Computer Lab. This 

vacancy is due to a staff member being on leave and not returning. We received a few 

applications and started interviewing. 

10. Department of Public Works replaced our Do Not Enter signs on Kings Highway.  A lot of 

visitors try to enter using the exit of our driveway.  DPW also repaired a sewer cap that was 

missing and fixed an external pipe. 

11. The County Board of Health came in after an anonymous report of a mouse in the library.  Our 

Maintenance Dept. addressed the problem first, then we hired an exterminator to provide weekly 

service and follow-up visits.  Jim Stamer is providing progress reports to the Board of Health. 

 

C. PR & Marketing Coordinator – prepared by Hope Holroyd, emailed to the Board of Trustees 

1. November Media Highlights: 

a. South Jersey Media – The Cherry Hill Sun 

i. November 17 - Township answers the need for food donations  

ii. November 29 – The Indian King Tavern’s Revolutionary War history 

b. The Philadelphia Inquirer 

i. November 13 A library book distribution behemoth is shutting down, making a mess for 

Philly-area branches. 

2. December Media Highlights: 

a. WHYY: WHYY hosts foster care resources fair as states face foster parent shortages 

b. South Jersey Media – The Cherry Hill Sun 

i. December 12 - The history behind Washington’s Delaware Crossing  

c. The Philadelphia Inquirer 

i. December 9 – What our photographers saw on Tuesday, December 9 



ii. December 10 – The meaning of a sculpture outside the Cherry Hill library is up to you 

3. CHPL Social Media Metrics: 

a. Facebook: 6,962 in November; 7,011 in December 

b. Instagram – main account: 4,921 in November; 4,966 in December 

c. LinkedIn: 294 in November; 298 in December 

d. Threads: 825 in November; 832 in December 

e. YouTube - main account: 266 subscribers in November; 269 in December 

f. Tik Tok – main account: 6,646 followers in November; 6,643 in December 

4. Additional highlights: 

a. The most engaged Facebook posts in November & December: 

i. November: Kip Bard’s 75th birthday had 10,947 views, 154 reactions, 19 comments, 5 

saves, 4 new follows. 

ii. December: Museum Pass program had 19,013 views, 210 link clicks, 51 reactions, 15 

shares, 14 new follows, 1 comment, 1 save 

b. The most engaged Instagram & TikTok posts in November & December: 

i.  November: video promoting book sale had 8,612 views on Instagram, and 8,024 views 

on TikTok  

ii. December: video featuring Jon Hamm in a club, reimagined by our Circ. staff had 

75,312 views on Instagram, and 633 views on TikTok 

c. Additional high-engagement posts: 

i. Time-lapse video before the start of our December Gently Used Jewelry Sale had 1,382 

views on Instagram, and 726 views on TikTok. 

ii. Highlight video of CH East HS Chamber Ensembles performance had 1,501 views. 

5. Email Marketing Metrics 

a. 17 emails were sent November & December, with an average open rate of 73% and 2.5% 

click rate.  

i. Stats provided for each email: dates, sends, opens, clicks, bounces and unsubscribes. 

ii. Upcoming email campaigns listed monthly. 
 

 

D. Friends of the Library  

1. Friends Treasurer’s Report prepared by Mr. Walt Wedzielewski was emailed to Board of 

Trustees.  

 

 

Unfinished Business 

 

A. None. 

 

New Business 

 

A. None. 

 

Public Discussion 

 

A. None 

 

 

Next regular meeting date: Tuesday, February 17, 2026, at 4 p.m.  

 

Adjournment 



 

MOTION: Moved by Mona Noyes, seconded by Kathryn Judge  

 

Unanimously approved 

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:31 p.m.           

        

Jennie Purcell 

          Board Clerk 


