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• As a retelling of Poe’s classic story, how does it 
hold up? What did you like? What didn’t you 
like? 

• There is use of personification and 
anthropomorphism in this novella. What is 
humanized and what is not. How does this 
stylistic choice affect the tone, meaning and plot 
of the story? 

• What do you think of Alex Easton and the 
inclusion of the fictional Gallacian culture? 

• Why do you think the author made Alex non-
binary? How does this influence the way the 
story addresses social constraints of the era? 

• What did you think of the supporting characters 
like Ms. Potter, Angus and such? 

• How did the characters’ experiences in war 
shape their reactions to the supernatural events 
at the Usher home. 

• Why did Denton stay with the Ushers even if he 
knew he couldn’t help Madeline? 

• Explain the moral implications of Roderick 
killing Madeline when the true nature of her 
malady is discovered. 

• Did you expect the twist with Madeline? 

• Do you think destroying the fungi was justified? 
• What did you think of the ending? 

• What is your take on horror novels that use 
fungi elements? 

• This is the first book out of three. Would you 
read the others? 
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• T. Kingfisher has adapted a couple of classic 
stories. She is not the only author to do so. Why 
do you think there is a growing number of 
retellings? 

• Does this story remind you of others you’ve 
read? 

 

(Some questions taken from Super Summary, 

Goodreads & Google) 


