


Kentukis are cute but tacky soft toys with small wheels and
cameras in their eyes—in the novel, we counter a plush dragon,
mole, bunny, panda and crow. Why do you think Schweblin used
these particular animals to represent the kentukis? Do You think
there was a disconnect between their being, cuddly appearance
and their function?

There’s a sharp contrast between the people who chose to have
kentukis in their homes (keepers) and those who chose to operate
them from afar (dwellers). One character in the novel, Emilia,
thinks about the difference between the two ways of being and is
pushed to experiment—disastrously—with both. What do you
think are the key differences between keepers and dwellers? Do
you think it would be better to be one or the other?

It’s impossible to switch a kentuki off—it either runs out of batter
or needs to be destroyed. Keepers often end up physically
harming their kentuckis: mutilation them, drowning them, burying
them alive. Why do you think Schweblin made it so difficult for
the kentuckis to be turned off? Did you find the scenes where
keepers were cruel to their kentuckis shocking?

The book features multiple characters of all ages, spread across
the world, with short sections that focus on various keepers’ and
dwellers’ experiences with the kentukis. Did you feel the
Schweblin devoted enough time to each character or would you
have preferred the book if it had a single central character?

In an interview for the Booker Prizes website, the author said,
“We want to see what’s behind the curtain, not just out of morbid
curiosity, but also out of fear, or the anxiety of anticipation, out of
a desire to capture the truest essence of the other, right when
they don’t know they’re being watched”. Do you agree?



e In an interview with the Booker Prizes website, translator Megan
McDowell said: ‘Some of the translation decisions for this
particular book had to do with names: “keeper” and “dweller” are
not the obvious translations for “amo” and “ser” (something like
“master” and “being”).” Do you think the words ‘keeper’ and
‘dweller’ accurately describe the two ways of interacting with
kentukis, or could you think of better descriptions?

e The kentukis can serve as a way for the dwellers to escape their
ordinary lives and inhabit others, seeking out more exciting
experiences. But they can also be used as a way for dwellers to
run away from their own problems. For example, Marvin is
experiencing grief after the death of his mother, while his father is
pressuring him to study as he falls behind in school. What other
examples have you seen within the characters’ lives where they
seem to be trying to escape difficult circumstances?

o A keeper is able to communicate with the dweller by talking to
the kentuki as the kentuki can hear and translate what the keeper
is saying. Dwellers however, aren’t able to communicate back,
and can only make animal noises. Why do you think Schweblin
decided not to make the dwellers able to communicate with the
keepers?

e Each kentuki’s main function seems to be to provide strangers
(dwellers) with a voyeuristic view into the life of the toy’s keeper.
Considering that kentukis cost almost 300 dollars, and that the
device seems to provide limited tangible benefits to its keeper,
why do you think so many keepers are buying them?

e In an interview with the Booker Prizes website, translator Megan
McDowell said: ‘Some of the translation decisions for this
particular book had to do with names: “keeper” and “dweller” are
not the obvious translations for “amo” and “ser” (something like
“master” and “being”).” Do you think the words ‘keeper’ and
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‘dweller’ accurately describe the two ways of interacting with
kentukis, or could you think of better descriptions?

Do you think this is ultimately a story of horror or humanity?

How close to reality do you feel the obsession for kentukis is in
the novel, or do you feel it is a vision of a dystopian craze,
separate from our own reality?

Do you feel the author is making a statement on the connections
between humans, and an increasing inability to have direct
interaction?

Would you be a ‘keeper’ or a ‘dweller’ —is one given preferential
treatment in the novel? How intertwined would your relationship
with a kentuki be?



