July 21, 2026

The Cherry Hill Public Library Board of Trustees Board President, Cathy Schwartz read the following
statement:

In accordance with section 5 of the Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231.p.l. 1975, notice of this
meeting was posted on the Cherry Hill Public Library plasma screens designed for that purpose, on June
24, 2026, as well as the library web page. Notice was also sent to Cherry Hill Township to be posted on
the township bulletin board designated for that purpose on July 1, 2026. Notice was also e-mailed to the
Cherry Hill Sun and The Cherry Hill Patch on July 1, 2026. A second notice was sent to The Sun on July
14, 2026.

Cathy Schwartz called the meeting to order at 4:03 p.m.
The board clerk called the roll and those present were:

Present: Cathy Schwartz, Kathryn Judge, Mona Noyes, Art Simons, Susan Bass Levin,
Faith Hamilton, Megan Langman

Via phone: Rhonda Shevrin, Michele Golkow
Others present: Jennie Purcell, Chief of Operations

Ira Smith, Vice President, Friends of the Library

Minutes

Cathy Schwartz asked for a motion to approve the minutes of June 23, 2026, board meeting as there were
no questions or changes.

MOTION: Moved by Susan Bass Levin, seconded by Art Simons
All in Favor: Cathy Schwartz, Yes; Kathryn Judge, Yes; Mona Noyes, Yes; Art Simons, Yes;
Susan Bass Levin, Yes; Faith Hamilton, Yes; Megan Langman, Yes;
Rhonda Shevrin, Yes; Michele Golkow, Yes
Motion Approved
RESOLUTION 2026-7-1
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF BILLS
MOTION: Moved by Mona Noyes, seconded by Susan Bass Levin
All in Favor:  Cathy Schwartz, Yes; Kathryn Judge, Yes; Mona Noyes, Yes; Art Simons, Yes;
Susan Bass Levin, Yes; Faith Hamilton, Yes; Megan Langman, Yes;

Rhonda Shevrin, Yes; Michele Golkow, Yes

Motion Approved



RESOLUTION 2026-7-2

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE FISCAL YEAR 2027 TEMPORARY BUDGET

DISCUSSION: Bills/salary increases/upgrades and building projects are analyzed and anticipated in

budget planning. The roof project (as stated in the next resolution) and contingencies are
included, which makes the overall budget higher than last year; the roof project is a
capital project. The temporary budget includes a higher percentage of book purchases
within our full budget, which will be finalized this fall.

MOTION: Moved by Susan Bass Levin, seconded by Mona Noyes

All in Favor:  Cathy Schwartz, Yes; Kathryn Judge, Yes; Mona Noyes, Yes; Art Simons, Yes;
Susan Bass Levin, Yes; Faith Hamilton, Yes; Megan Langman, Yes;
Rhonda Shevrin, Yes; Michele Golkow, Yes

Motion Approved

RESOLUTION 2026-7-3

RESOLUTION TO AWARD A CONTRACT AND PROVIDE PLAN/DESIGN IMMUNITY

FOR THE CHERRY HILL PUBLIC LIBRARY ROOF REPLACEMENT

DISCUSSION: This capital project received 15 bids from interested vendors; the contract was awarded to

Sky General Construction, the lowest bidder. Township Engineering will inspect the
work once it begins.

MOTION: Moved by Kathy Judge, seconded by Mona Noyes

All in Favor:  Cathy Schwartz, Yes; Kathryn Judge, Yes; Mona Noyes, Yes; Art Simons, Yes;
Susan Bass Levin, Yes; Faith Hamilton, Yes; Megan Langman, Yes;
Rhonda Shevrin, Yes; Michele Golkow, Yes

Motion Approved

Susan Bass Levin suggests having Township Engineering inspect the entire Library roof, not just the
areas being addressed due to leaks.

Administrators’ Report

A. Library Director (June report) — Tierney Miller, emailed to the Board
1. Director’s programs:

a. June 22 — Crafternoon: Mini Terrariums for Teens (staffed)
June 23 — Briz presents ‘Voices of Rock’ (attended)
June 26 — Backyard Story Time (staffed)
June 29 — Dino Yoga for Families (staffed)
June 29 — Trivia Night (attended)
July 8 & 9 — Friends Book Sale (staffed)

July 15 — Edelman Fossilo Park & Museum: Beyond the Park (staffed/attended)

2.

irector’s Meetings and Events:

c
d
e
f.
g. July 9 — Preschool Story Time Outreach (staffed)
h
D
a

June 23 — Pre-Bid Roof Project



June 25— Sustainability Committee meeting

June 25 - TBS Demo

June 26 — 2026 Best Books Committee meeting

July 2 — Supervisors Meeting

Interviews

i.  July 6 (2) — Pool Librarian position

ii.  July 10 — Teen Librarian position

iii.  July 14 (2) — Teen Librarian position

g. July 7 —interview with The Cherry Hill Sun regarding Friends Book Sale

h. July 16 — Meeting with Township Engineering

i. Weekly meetings with Hope Holroyd, PR & Marketing Coordinator

Director’s Professional Development:

a. June 16 — Trustee Training Series: ‘Everything eBooks’

b. June 26 — ‘How to Handle Angry Customers’

€. June 30 — NJ State Library presents: ‘The Battle of Monmouth Courthouse’

d. July 14 — NJLA Admin/Mgmt: NJ State Library — Budgets & Financial Reporting
Around the Building:

a. Visitors in June: 17,640

b. Wireless users in June: 2,648 (avg. 196/day)

c. Recent:

i.  CHPL Youth Services Dept. won the 2026 Money Smart for Life Award ($1,000 to 10
NJ libraries)
ii.  Summer Reading launched June 22; by Week 2 registration for Adults and Early
Literacy surpassed 2025 stats.
iii.  Childhelp Awareness Backpack & Toy Drive: June 22 — 27
iv.  Kids’ summer Art Contest: June 29 — August 2
iv.  Friends Book Sale July 7 - 11
d. Upcoming:
i. July22 & 25 ‘Share Your Harvest’ produce exchange
June Department Updates:
Circulation:
a. Items circulated:; 23,284
Total new cardholders: 370
Total active members: 25,041
Museum pass checkouts (24 museums): 154 checkouts
Libby/Palace Project (electronic material) checkouts: 7,615
Highlights:

i June 12: Nikki Dobrova & Katie O’Rorke attended the annual NJALA conference at
Ocean County Library HQ: networking, training sessions on working with seniors, using
Canva, and how to resolve difficult situations at the library.

ii.  Circ. staff are encouraging patrons to register for Summer Reading, talking about events
and contributing to content for Library social media.

Technical Services (Processing and Cataloging):
a. Items purchased and added to the collection: 638
b. Donated titles added to the collection: 28
c. eBooks: 275 titles (579 copies) and eAudiobooks: 263 titles (363 copies)
d. Highlights:
i. Meetings; Bookwhere and TLC on Marc records

ii.  Meeting: Rolling out Aspen Discovery mobile app

iii.  All orders placed before June 30 (end of fiscal year)
e. Upcoming:
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6.

i.  Working with Youth Services to streamline all call numbers in catalog and on labels.
Retro work will be a long but steady project making the collection more accessible and
browsable.

Reference & Adult Services:
a. Programming: 68 events (887 attendees)
b. Outreach:
i.  June 11 Concoctions Book Club (9 attendees)
ii.  June 20 TWP Juneteenth Festival (181 reached)
c. Highlights:
i.  New Museum passes in NYC (thank you to the Friends for funding):
a) 9/11 Museum & Memorial
b) NY Transit Museum
ii.  June 23 Briz presents ‘Voices of Rock,” and June 29 Trivia Night each had 40 in
attendance.
d. Summer Reading stats as of July 8:
i.  Adults: 518 enrolled, 2,247 books logged, 1,891 activities completed, 281 reviews
submitted
ii.  Staff: 35 enrolled, 107 books logged, 150 activities completed, 17 reviews
e. Upcoming and ongoing programs listed.
Youth Services:
a. Ages 0 - 12: 20 programs, 732 in attendance
b. Teen: 9 programs, 128 in attendance
c. All ages events: 3 programs, 650 in total attendance
d. Summer Reading stats as of July 1:
i.  Early Literacy, ages 0 —5: 213 enrolled, 39 completed
ii.  Kids, grades K —5: 514 enrolled, 6700+ hours logged
iii.  Teens, grades 6 —12: 178 enrolled, 1000+ hours logged
iv.  TOTAL.: 905 participants (945 total in 2025)
e. Highlights:
i. 50 Teen Volunteers trained by staff to assist at programs and Summer Reading table.
ii.  June 24: ‘Jumpin’ Jamie, Jump into Dinosaurs’ had 92 in attendance.
iii.  Week 1 Summer Scavenger Hunt had 223 participants
f.  Upcoming and ongoing programs listed.
Photos shared from various CHPL programs/events, all ages, staff, etc.

B. Chief of Operations —Jennie Purcell

1.

We had several interviews for the full-time Youth Services Teen Librarian position. Offered the
position which will start on Monday, August 3.

Posted a full-time Circulation Library Assistant, and part-time Youth Services Librarian
position.

Hired two part-time Pool Librarians, to be used on an as-needed basis.

Worked with Township Engineering and Purchasing on pre-bid meetings for our roof. Today’s
Board Meeting agenda has a resolution to award the project to Sky General Construction, the
lowest bidder.

On July 16, met with Engineering and Township to discuss our window water intrusion project.
The architects are putting drawings together and confirmed to test one front window that leaks.
Maintenance Supervisor Jim Stamer had a Zoom meeting with PSE&G energy efficiency to
discuss overnight usage when the building is closed. He is working on adjusting settings to see
if that reduces costs; will have another Zoom meeting with PSE&G in two weeks to evaluate.



7. Our Circulation staff refreshed paint on the Croft Farm Little Free Library, then Jim Stamer
reinstalled it.

8. Worked the Friends Book Sale July 7 — 11, which was their second highest sale since 2001.

9. Worked on FY27 temporary budget.

C. PR & Marketing Coordinator — prepared by Hope Holroyd, emailed to the Board of Trustees
1. June Announcements & Media Highlights:
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Reading and art contests at the library - The Sun Newspapers June 26, 2026.

Library film is about LGBTQ people being ‘seen’ — The Sun Newspapers June 18, 2026
Where to find cooling centers in South Jersey — The Courier Post, June 12, 2026

The TikTok we posted in April of a YouTube spoof related to our book sale continues to
receive high engagement. As of July 1, the video has 100.7K likes, 2,488 comments, 30K
shares, 6,744 bookmarks and 443.2K views.

I added a section to Library website News page to list our monthly newsletters after we send
them to our subscribers.

2. CHPL Social Media Metrics:
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Facebook: 7,298

Instagram — main account: 5,160
LinkedIn: 305

Threads: 850

YouTube - main account: 285
Tik Tok — main account: 8,320

3. Additional highlights:

a.

b.

C.

The most engaged posts centered around our Summer Reading Program & theme:

i. On Instagram they had 3,116 and 1,909 views. On TikTok they had 339, 1,044 and 464.
On Facebook one post had 3,763 views. More stats from each platform listed

A post of the CH West Jazz combo performance at the library had:

i. On Instagram it had 2,530 views, and 2,069 views on Facebook. More stats from each
platform listed.

One final high-engagement post on our summer Adult Silent Book Club meetings had:

i.  On Facebook 8,352 views. More stats from this post listed.

4. Email Marketing Metrics in April:

a.
b.

11 emails were sent, with an average open rate of 69% and 6% click rate.
Engagement Rate across all platforms: 6.08%

D. Friends of the Library Ira Smith, Vice President, Friends of the Library
1. Friends Treasurer’s Report was prepared by Walt Wedzielewski.

2.

a.

b.

Ira Smith states the July book sale was a big success; income will be listed in the next monthly
financial report.

The organization BookDrop is working out well - their staff pack up leftovers after book sale
and take our unwanted donations (i.e. encyclopedias) then pay $0.02/pound.
Ira Smith thanks the Board for their support during book sales. The Board thanks the Friends
for their support of the library.
For $5 Bag of Books Sale, Library Board members suggest listing dimensions of $5 bag size,
dimensions for XL $10 bag, and capping the size of an XL bag. Another member suggests
visual aids of full bags as samples.

Ira Smith will bring these suggestions up for discussion at the next Friends meeting.



Unfinished Business

A. None.

New Business

A. Kathy Judge states NJ Library Trustee Association is holding a Trustee Institute training at
Monmouth Library this fall and would like to attend. Cathy Schwartz is interested in attending and

encourages other Board Members as well.

Public Discussion

A. None

Board President Cathy Schwartz called for a vote on entering a closed session to discuss personnel and
capital projects.

MOTION: Moved by Susan Bass Levin, seconded by Kathy Judge, to close the Regular Meeting and
go into Executive Meeting to discuss personnel and capital projects.

All in Favor:  Cathy Schwartz, Yes; Kathryn Judge, Yes; Mona Noyes, Yes; Art Simons, Yes;
Susan Bass Levin, Yes; Faith Hamilton, Yes; Megan Langman, Yes;
Rhonda Shevrin, Yes; Michele Golkow, Yes

Meeting closed at 4:45 p.m. and reopened at 5:00 p.m.

MOTION: Moved by Susan Bass Levin, seconded by Megan Langman, to close the Executive
Meeting to go into Regular Meeting.

All in Favor:  Cathy Schwartz, Yes; Kathryn Judge, Yes; Mona Noyes, Yes; Art Simons, Yes;

Susan Bass Levin, Yes; Faith Hamilton, Yes; Megan Langman, Yes;
Rhonda Shevrin, Yes; Michele Golkow, Yes

Next regular meeting date: Tuesday, August 18, 2026, at 4 p.m. * Bill Pay Only via Zoom.
Adjournment

MOTION: Moved by Art Simons, seconded by Kathy Judge

Unanimously approved

Meeting adjourned at 5:01 p.m.

Jennie Purcell
Board Clerk



