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1. Regarding The Count of Monte Cristo, Mr. Webber says to 
Cassie “I’ve read it before, but as I get older, I find comfort 
in rereading favorites. It’s like spending time with old 
friends.” Do you receive comfort from re-reading favorite 
books? If so, what are they? 

 

2. Izzy says that she’s glad that Cassie got the book and she 
wondered what someone who wasn’t as nice as Cassie 
would have done with it. Well, The Woman was not only 
not nice, she was psychopathic. Discuss the ways that the 
different characters responded to or used the books. 

 

3. Barbary says that collecting the books was “… an arms 
race to see who could collect the most books and the most 
power…” Drummond carefully guards the Fox Library, 
hoping to secure the books away from those who sought 
power. But, while his intentions seemed good, his own 
hoarding of the books was also way to exert power and 
control. How were Drummond’s actions similar to or 
different from Barbary’s? 

 

4. Drummond says “Where else would I keep special books 
but in a secret room at the top of a hidden tower?” Where 
indeed? Where would you keep your stash of secret 
magical books? 

 

5. Most magical books have spells or another device which 
create or direct the magic. But the “books of xx” books 
seem to keep a record of how the magic was used. Discuss 
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how the magical book trope here differs from other novels 
(such as The Midnight Library, Ink Blood Sister Scribe, 
The Book Eaters, The Shadow of the Wind etc.) 

 

6. Why did the author choose books as the vehicle…instead 
of some other sort of talisman? Rather than a sword or 
potion, what’s specific to the nature of books that make 
them critical to the story? 

 

7. Some of the negative reviews of the book flagged racist and 
fat-shaming comments coming from some of the 
characters. Did you notice that? If so, did you accept the 
comments as part of that character’s make-up? Or did it 
bother you? 

 

8. If you could return through any door (or doors) on the 
planet, where/when would it be? 

 

9. Discuss Drummond’s theory about how you can’t really 
alter the present if you go back in time. He believes that 
you’ll just ensure that what is supposed to happen, 
happens. Is that really what happened? Or did Cassie’s 
careful massaging of the past indeed change the present? 
 
And on a scale of 1-10, with one being a mild headache and 
10 being a blinding migraine, how much does his theory 
make your brain hurt? 
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10. There were some very circular elements in the time travel 
part of the story. For instance, Barbary’s pain floated in 
the air, subsequently landing on Rachel, aka The Woman, 
who as an adult, triggered much of the plot action. Did 
you observe other instances of the plot looping in on 
itself? Did it work for you? 

 

11. Pick one of the books that you would like to have and 
share why you would want it and how you would use it. 
For a reminder, they are the books of… awaking, illusions, 
shadows, pain, memories, light, matter, health, faces, 
mists, luck, speed, control, safety, mist, destruction, 
despair, joy, and flame. 

 
 
(Taken from Libromaniacs.com) 

  


